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= (54) Title: BAG FOR FOODS INTENDED TO BE CONSUMED WITH A SAUCE 




(57) Abstract: A bag or packaging for foods intended to 
be consumed with a sauce. The invention concerns a bag or 
packaging (1) for fast-food restaurants, intended to contain 
consumable food products, said bag or packaging (1) con- 
sisting of a bottom (2) and a peripheral side envelope (3), 
defining an orifice (4) in its upper part, characterized by the 
fact that it includes at least on pre-shaped support means (5) 
with an attachment element (14) to receive and support in 
a stable manner at least one dish (6) intended to contain an 
accompanying sauce for the food products placed in the bag 
or packaging. Designed for fast-food restaurants. 
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BAG FOR FOODS INTENDED TO BE CONSUMED WITH A SAUCE 

The present invention relates to general field of bags for 
fast-food restaurants, intended to contain food consumable food 
products like French fries, fritters, salads, fresh vegetables, 
5 or any other food intended to be consumed generally with a 
sauce, these food products being intended to be consumed 
anywhere, in general, outside the traditional places planned as 
classic restaurants. 

The present invention concerns bag for fast-food restaurants, 
10 intended to contain consumable food productions, said bag being 
formed with a bottom and a peripheral side envelope defining an 
orifice in its upper part for the introduction of food and 
access thereto. 

The present invention likewise concerns the set formed by a bag 
15 for fast-food restaurants of the type mentioned above, 

associated with a dish containing an accompanying sauce for the 
food products or foods placed in the bag. 

In terms of the invention, we understand by "fast-food 
restaurant" the consumption of take-out foods in general, 
20 outside the areas of traditional restaurants that involve 
service to a fixed table or place. 

In fast-food restaurant establishments, we already know how to 
provide customers with packages or bags in which the food 
products intended to be consumed are placed. 

25 These packages or bags are generally made of a recyclable 

cardboard material and include a bottom and a peripheral side 
envelope defining an orifice at the upper part, by means of 
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which the user introduces and has access to the foods stored in 
the bag. 

These bags also permit the user to eat outside of all 
traditional restaurant systems, which imply eating "in place,, " 
5 since the food stored in the bag can be grasped directly at any 
place and in any environment. 

This type of package also permits the user to transport the 
foods to be consumed to any place and in a very practical 
manner, which constitutes one of the basic elements of 
10 restaurants called "fast-food restaurants. " 

In contrast, traditional bags or packages known today do not 
permit a user to have the main food contained in the bag 
accompanied by a sauce or condiment that can be used as an 
accompaniment or seasoning, or permit this only with 
15 difficulty. 

In fact, the absence of a support plane, such a table, makes 
such an operation difficult. 

The packages known today only permit, as a technical solution, 
the sauce or condiment to be poured onto the upper part of the 
20 food contained in the bag or package. 

Such a solution is not considered generally acceptable, even 
though it has proved to be very practicable. In fact, such a 
solution does not permit an optimal serving of the sauce or 
condiment with respect to the foods contained in the bag, 
25 causing over-servings or under- servings at points. The 

additional taste effect of the sauces and condiments used is 
therefore inoperative, at least in part. 
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We likewise know how to make dishes to contain sauces and 
condiments that can be used to accompany or season the 
consumable food products. 

These accessories are very difficult to use within the 
5 framework of fast-food restaurants in association with a bag 
containing the foods that constitute the base of the meal. In 
fact, good use of the dishes containing the sauces or 
seasonings requires the environmental situation of a 
traditional restaurant, which implies the existence of a table 
10 or an equivalent support where the bag and the dish can be 
placed. In fact, it is only in such a situation that the user 
can grasp the food contained therein and dip it or insert it 
partially into the dish containing the seasoning. 

The objects assigned to the invention consequently envision 
15 providing remedies to the various inconveniences enumerated 
previously and to propose a new bag for fast-food restaurants 
intended for consumable food products that permits ease of use 
associated with a dish containing an accompanying sauce and 
that is easy to manufacture and is especially simple to 
20 implement. 

Another object of the invention envisions proposing a new bag 
for fast- food restaurants that is eventually reusable. 



Another object of the invention envisions proposing a new bag 
for fast-food restaurants that is particularly stable during 
25 use. 
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Another object of the invention envisions proposing a new bag 
for fast-food restaurants in which it is particularly easy to 
place the associated dish. 

Another object of the invention envisions proposing a new bag 
5 for fast-food restaurants that permits the associated dish to 
be supported in a particularly stable manner. 

Another object of the invention envisions proposing a new set 
consisting of a bag conforming to the invention, associated 
with a dish containing an accompanying sauce. 

10 The objects assigned to the invention are achieved by means of 
a bag for fast-food restaurants intended to contain consumable 
food products, said bag consisting of a bottom and a peripheral 
side envelope defining an orifice in its upper part, 
characterized by the fact that it includes at least one pre- 

15 shaped means of support with an attachment element to receive 
and support in a stable manner at least one dish intended to 
contain an accompanying sauce for the food products placed in 
the bag. 

The objects assigned to the invention will be explained in more 
20 detail by reading the attached description and by the diagrams 
attached to the description, in a purely explanatory and non- 
limiting manner, in which: 

Figure 1 illustrates, according to a perspective view, a 
first variant of a set according to the invention. 

25 - Figure 2 illustrates, according to a second, preferred 
embodiment, a set conforming to the invention. 
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Figure 3 illustrates, according to a third variant of the 
invention, a set conforming to the invention. 

Figure 4 illustrates a fourth preferred variant of the 
invention. 

5 Figures 1 through 4 show a bag 1 for fast-food restaurants, 
intended to contain consumable food products of the type of 
French fries, fritter s, or other equivalent foods, generally 
intended to be seasoned manually by the user. 

In terms of the invention, it is convenient to understand by 
10 the term "bag" any container or packaging sufficiently rigid to 
receive and support foods, generally solid and individualized, 
of the type of French fries, fritters, salads, or fresh 
vegetables, such as boxes, various receptacles, with or without 
lids . 

15 Classically, such a box 1 consists of a packaging realized 
starting from a cardboard or carton material or a plastic 
material, general recyclable. The bag 1 is made of a material 
that has sufficient rigidity for the required manufacturing 
constraints and to support the various manipulations to which 

20 it will be subjected, while supporting, without excessive 
deformation, the weight of the foods that it is intended to 
contain. 

The bag 1 consists of a bottom 2 and a peripheral side envelope 
3 rising from said bottom 2, to define toward its upper part an 
25 orifice 4 that permits introduction of foods and access to the 
interior of the inner space defined by the bottom 2 and the 
side envelope 3 . " 
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As can be seen in Figures 1 through 4 and 6, the space defined 
by the bottom 2 and the side envelope 3 can have essentially a 
truncated geometric shape, the bottom 2 being a surface lower 
than the orifice 4 and, for example, flat, in order to premit 
5 the bag to rest in a stable manner on a support plane. 

Without leaving the framework of the invention, it is quite 
obviously possible to make bags conforming to the invention 
that have any appropriate geometric shapes other truncated, for 
example rectangular (Figures 5 and 7), square, cylindrical, 
10 polygonal, etc. 

According to an important characteristics of the invention, the 
bag 1 includes at least one pre-shaped means of support 5, with 
an attachment element 14 suitable for receiving and supporting 
in a stable manner at least one dish 6 intended to contain an 
15 accompanying sauce for the food products placed in the bag 1. 

The dish 3 consists, in a known manner, of a container 7 that 
has* a bottom 8 and side walls 9 extending upward from the 
bottom 8 to form in their upper part a peripheral rim 10, 
directed radially outward, with respect to the axis of symmetry 
20 6 of the dish. The latter is also provided with a closing lid 
11 to close the dish 6 tightly and to permit preservation of 
the sauce or condiment intended to be used as an accompaniment 
or seasoning for the food products contained in the bag 1. 

In terms of the invention, it is convenient to understand by 
25 "accompanying sauce" any product capable of be used as an 

accompaniment or seasoning for food, regardless of the nature 
or viscosity of the accompanying sauce, which can be presented 
in liquid, solid, or paste form, for example. 
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According to the invention, the support means 6 consists of a 
flap 12 attached to the side envelope 3, extending, in its 
normal position for use, at least partially in the radial 
direction from the side envelope 3 axis of symmetry of the bag 
5 1, to form a support surface 12A. The flap 12 also includes as 
an attachment element, for example essentially in its central 
part, at least one opening 14 intended to receive the dish 6, 
for which it comes into a support position against and on the 
support surface by the peripheral 10 • The flap 12 can be flat 
10 or, preferably, essentially rounded (Figure 8) to improve 

stability, forming a concave part 5A turned toward the bottom 
of the bag, that is the bottom 2. 

As a variant, the flap 12 can consist of an element applied to 
the side envelope 3, thus independent of the bag 1 and 
15 attachable to it, as shown in Figure 6. 

According to this variant, the flap 12 can consist of the 
support surface 12A, for example rectangular or square in 
shape, the edges of which extend downward in Figure 6, along 
sides 12B, preferably butt^- jointed. Two incisions 12C are made, 

20 aligned with each other, in two opposite sides 12B, in order to 
permit attachment of the flap 12 to a strip 3A on the side 
envelope 3, in such a way that the incisions 12C are positioned 
on either side of the strip 3A. The incisions 12C are 
sufficiently long to form support means to stabilize the flat 

25 12. 

Quite obviously, the size and the dimensions of the dish 6 and 
in particular the size and dimensions of the bottom 3 and of 
the side walls 9 are adapted to the size and dimensions of the 
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opening 14, so that the dish 6 can be inserted into the opening 
14. 

As a variant./ it is possible to make a flap 12 provided with 
several openings 14, each intended to receive a dish 6. 

5 As illustrated in Figure 1, the dish 6 is generally cylindrical 
in shape, corresponding to an opening 14 with a symmetrical 
shape, circular or oval. 

Figure 2 shows a second embodiment, which differs from that 
presented in Figure 1 only in the specific shape of the opening 
10 14 in the shape of a semi-circle, corresponding to a dish 6 
with a symmetrical shape, in order to be able to be introduced 
into the opening 14, supported by the support surface 12A. 

According to another characteristics of the invention, the flap 

12 extends advantageously in an essentially radial direction at 
15 the level of the plane of the orifice 4 corresponding to the 

upper part of the side envelope 3 and starting from the latter. 

In this way, the dish 6 is supported directly at the level of 

the zone where the contents of the bag 1 are held and accessed. 

It is evidently quite possible, without leaving the framework 
20 of the invention, to make the flap 12 at a different level and 

in another geometric location with respect to the side envelope 

3. 

According to the invention, the flap 12 can move relative to 
the side envelope 3 and is connected to the latter by an 
25 articulation 15. This feature permits manufacturing of the bag 
1 to be simplified by facilitating its cutting, while 
permitting the user to unfold the bag 1 and to put the dish 6 
in place easily. 
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Advantageously, the flap 12 is of the same material as the 
envelope 3, so that the bag and the flap 12 form a single mono- 
block element, without an attachment element. 

According to this variant, the flap 12 can extend radially from 
5 the side envelope 3 and toward the interior space of the bag 1 
above the bottom 2 (Figure 7) or offset at and toward the 
outside of the space of the bag 1 (Figures 1 through 5) . 

According to a third embodiment, illustrated in Figure 3, the 
opening 14 is formed advantageously by a pre-cut 14A made 
10 through the thickness of the flap 12 and forming a partition 
that can be unfolded and eventually torn off. 

According to the particular variant illustrated in Figure 3, 
the bag 1 includes means for stabilizing the position of the 
support means 5 with respect to the side envelope 3. 

15 For this purpose, the stabilization means are attached to and 
carried by the support means 5, and formed by folding flap 
elements 12, in this case by the partition 14A, which in the 
deployed position comes to support the block against the 
outside of the side envelope 3. 

20 According to the particular variant illustrated in Figure 3, 
the partition 14A is made of two half-partitions, corresponding 
to the opening 14, of which one of the ends 15 in the form of a 
tab, comes to be inserted into a corresponding slot 16 made 
through a zone of the side envelope 3 adjacent to the flap 12. 

25 Thus, when the two half -partitions 14A are unfolded and 
deployed and the ends 15 are locked in the slots 16, the 
support means 5 are maintained in a stable position and locked 
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with respect tot he side envelope 3. In use, the dish 6 is thus 
supported in a particularly stable manner by the flap 12, since 
the latter is locked in a stable position and radially in an 
offset position. 

5 Moreover, thanks to the geometry of the set, the set of the bag 
1 and the dish 6 can rest in a stable manner on a support 
plane, such as a table, for example. 

Figure 4 illustrates a fourth embodiment, which differs from 
that illustrated in Figure 3 only in a different configuration 
10 of the stabilization means. 

According to this new embodiment, the folding elements are made 
of two folding arms 17 that come from one end 18 that form a 
tab when they are unfolded, in a locking support against the 
side envelope 3, the table 18 coming to be inserted into the 
15 slot 10 made to the right of the flap 12 in the surface of the 
side envelope 3 adjacent to the opening 14. 

According to this variant, the folding arms 17 extends in the 
unfolded position correspond to their locking and support 
position, along an extension plane that is perpendicular to the 
20 extension plane of the face of the side envelope 3 under 
discussion. 

According to another embodiment, not shown in the diagrams, the 
stabilization means can be made directly by the dish itself, 
that is, by a part of its side envelope 9 that comes to a 
25 support position against the side envelope 3 when the dish 8 is 
inserted into the orifice 4. 
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The invention likewise concerns a set consisting of a bag 1 
conforming to the invention and a dish 6 containing an 
accompanying sauce, said set being intended to be received and 
supported by the support means of the bag 1. 

5 The invention consequently has the advantage of providing a bag 
for fast-food restaurants, the manufacture of which does not 
require a major transformation of the packaging involved, since 
the pre-shaped support means can be realized very easily by 
simple cutting at the time the bag itself is manufactures. 

10 Moreover, realization of this support directly on the bag 
permits the basic set to be realized from materials that are 
easily recyclable, which avoids having the necessity of support 
systems for which recycling is more difficult. 

In use, when the user has placed the support means 5 in 
15 position, which are eventually locked into position, and has 
inserted the dish 6 into the opening 14, he can very easily dip 
the food contained in the bag 1 into the dish 6. 
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Claims 

1. A bag or packaging (1) for fast-food restaurants, 
intended to contain consumable food products, said bag or 
packaging (1) consisting of a bottom (2) and a peripheral 
side envelope (3), which define an orifice (4) in its upper 
part, characterized by the fact that it includes at least 

• one pre-shaped support means (5) with an attachment element 
(14) to receive and support in a stable manner a dish (6) 
intended to contain an accompanying sauce for the food 
productions placed in the bag or packaging. 

2. A bag or packaging according to claim 1, characterized 
by the fact that the pre-shaped support means (5) are 
suitable for receiving and supporting the dish (6) in an 
immovable manner. 

3. A bag or packaging according to claim 1 or 2, 
characterized by the fact that the support means (5) 
consists of a flap (12) attached to the side envelope (3) 
and extending, at least in part, essentially radially, 
starting from the side envelope (3) to form a support 
surface (12A), said flap (12) incorporating, as an 
attachment element, an opening (14) intended to receive the 
dish (6), for which it comes into a support position 
against and on the support surface (12A) along a peripheral 
rim (10) . 

4. A bag or packaging according to one of claims 1 through 
3, characterized by the fact that the bag or packaging (12) 
extends essentially radially at the level of the orifice 

94) . 
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5. A bag or packaging according to one of claims 1 though 

4, characterized by the fact that the flap (12) can move 
with respect to the envelope (3) and is connected to the 
latter by an articulation (15) 

6. A bag or packaging according to one of claims 3 through 

5, characterized by the fact that the flap (12) is of the 
same material as the envelope (3) . 

7. A bag or packaging according to one of claims 3 through 
4, characterized by the fact that the flap (12) is an 
element attached to the side envelope (3) . 

8 • A bag or packaging according to one of claims 1 througli 

7, characterized by the fact that it includes means of 
stabilization (12C, 14A, 17, 18, 15, 6) for the position of 
the support means (5) with respect to the envelope (3) . 

9. A bag or packaging according to claim 8, characterized 
by the fact that the stabilization means consist of the 
dish (6) itself, which comes into a support position 
against the side envelope (3) when it is inserted into the 
opening (14) . 

10. A bag or packaging according to claim 8, characterized 
by the fact that the stabilization means are attached to 
support means (6) and carried by them. 

11. A bag or packaging according to claims 3 and 8, 
characterized by the fact that the stabilization means 
consist of folding elements (17, 18) of the flap. 
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12. A bag or packaging according to claim 11, characterized 
by the fact that the stabilization means consist of a pre- 
cut (14A) made through the opening (14) to form a partition 
(14A) and thus the opening (14) and to come, in the 
deployed position, to support locking against the side 
envelope (3) . 

13. A bag or packaging according to claim 11, characterized 
by the fact that the folding elements consist of two 
folding arms (17), which come at one end (18) to support 
locking against the side envelope (3) . 

14. A bag or packaging according to one of claims 1 through 
13, characterized by the fact that it is made of a plastic 

material or of cardboard. 

15. A set consisting of a bag or packaging according to 
one of claims 1 through 14 and of a dish (6) containing an; 
accompanying sauce, said set being intended to be received 
and supported by the support means of the bag or packaging. 
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